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In 1932 Sir Alfred Watson, the editor of India's greatest
newspaper, The Statesman, was twice attacked by terrorists.
Later on, he was in such danger that he secretly returned
to England. All this was because of his articles against
Indian Nationalism. The assailants were arrested in each
case, but all of them took poison on their way to the police-
station and died before they got there.
The state of affairs was so bad that British residents were
greatly relieved if a week passed without a terrorist outrage :
they got into the habit of taking pistols with them when they
went to play tennis. Repressive measures were carried
to such lengths that anyone suspected of being in the
terrorist or disobedience movement was forbidden the use
of train, ship, tramcar, post, or telegraph, and not allowed to
change his place of residence : India was practically under
martial law. It is a remarkable fact that from January 1932,
when Gandhi was first imprisoned, no fewer than 60,000
persons, of whom 2700 were women, were put in gaol.
Boycott of British goods.
A boycott of British goods was started in connexion with
the anti-British movement.
An Indian went into a shop to buy something, but as
soon as he found that what was offered him was of British
manufacture he refused to have it and asked for an article
made elsewhere. A police-constable standing by asked him
his reasons. He replied that though he, personally, had no
objection to buying British goods, his wife would refuse to
have them as soon as she found out what they were.
Another Indian asked a Japanese who was smoking a
British-made cigarette whether they could not make cigar-
ettes in Japan, and on being told that they could, said that
the Japanese ought to be ashamed of himself for not using
them. It occurred to this Japanese that if the Indians were
as determined as all that not to buy British goods, it might
be worth while importing Japanese cigarettes. He advised
some of his business friends to try, and in a few months
Japanese 'Cherry9 cigarettes had been sold to the value of
half a million yen.
Japanese cotton goods are very popular with the Indians,
partly on account of their low price, but also very largely
as the result of the boycott.